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Aving by the Courſe of Nature (which 
is nothing elſe but the Work of Gor 


in his Creatures) a very ſhort time 
of Life remaining to me in this World; 1 pu- 


blifh. this ſhort Eſſay, in hope that it may 


not only. do ſome Good after my Deceaſe, but 
alſo provoke ſome Perſons of greater Ability 
farther to enlarge upon ſo noble a Subject, to 
the Glory of Gop, and for the common Be- 
nefit of Mankind. I defire that whoſoever 
reads this Paper, may look upon it as the 
Words of a dying Man; and upon that 
Account, conſider it with à ſerious Alention. 
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SEC T. I. 


NEE O render a Nation as happy, and 
er Sg their Government (of whatever 
cM Form it be) as firm and laſting 
3-082) as is poſſible in this uncertain 
1 the e Things are neceſ- 
ary: 

Fir, A competent Share of Wiſdom in 
all Ranks of Men and Women : that they 
all may know how to manage their reſpe- 
ctive Affairs with Prudence, and in ſuch a 


_—_ as may moſt conduce to the Wel- 
A2 fare 
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41 
fare of the Publick, and that of each and 
every individual Perſon. 

Secondly, True Virtue implanted and ſet- 
tled in the Minds of them all: that they 
may be willing thus to manage their Af- 
fairs both Publick and Private. | 

Thirdly, and more particularly, The 
Virtues of Juſtice, Benevolence, Frugality, 
Temperance, and Tndnftry: Fhat no Man's 
Right may be taken. or kept from him: 
That every one may be ready, as he has 
Opportunity, to do good to others: That 
the Publick Revenue, and each Man's pri- 
vate Fortune may be rightly applied, and 
no Part of the one or the other waſted in 
Vanity, Riot, or Luxury; but that eve- 
ry Man ſhould honeſtly endeavour to bet- 
tzr his own Circumſtances, for the good 
of the Publick, and that of himſelf and 
his Family. „ „„ 

Fourthly, Strength ſufficient to ſuppreſss 
Rebellion at home, if any ſhould ariſe, 
and to defend the Community from fo- * 
reign Enemies. 

That Wiſdom, Virtue (particularly thoſe. 
Virtues which I have mentioned) and 
Strength are thus neceſſary to make a Na- * 
tion truly Happy, and its Government ; 8 
firm and laſting, I believe will readily be 
owned, and therefore needs not be farther 

| . 
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51 
proved. Let us then proceed to conſider 
how theſe good Qualifications are to be 
acquired and retained. Of S:rength I ſhall, 
by and by, ſpeak by itſelf: But Wiſdom 
and Virtue n be conſidered both. toge- 
ther. | | 


SECT. 2. 


Men are born with a Capacity of be- 
coming Wiſe and Virtuous : But if, from 
their Childhood, they are permitted to 


take ſuch ways as they themſelves chuſe; 


abundant Experience aſſures us they will 
very ſeldom E either, Whoſoever there- 
fore ſincercly deſires, that his Children 
ſhould be truly uſcful (as they grow up) 


to themſelves, their Families, and their 
Country, muſt be watchful over them 
from the Beginning, to implant good Ha- 


bits, and prevent evil ones from taking 
Root in them; and to curb, reſtrain, and 


direct their Paſſions and Appetites upon 
all proper occaſions, _ Train ap a Child 
[from his Infancy} in. tbe May wherein be 


ſhould go, and when be is old, he will not 
Taft depart from it. Prov. xxii. 6. 

How many Perſons have there been and 

orld, who were capable of 

having been made uſeful in it; and yet 

A 3 | have 


[6 } 
have proved not only uſeleſs, but even 
a right good Education? 


To be gentile and polite of Behaviour, 
without Foppery or Affectation; to be 


facetious and witty in Converſation, with- 


out Satire or Ill Nature; and to be well 
inſtructed in Arts and Sciences, may be, 
and often are great Ornaments to a good 
Man ; but good Education intirely conſiſts 


in a diligent Inſtruction and Direction in 
the Principles and Practice of true Vis 


dom and Virtue; which alone can render a 
Man uſeful to himſelf, his Family, his 
ans, or the Publick. 


CNET. 3. 


Miſdom (if we may ſo call it) without 
Virtue, 1s but Craft or Cunning ; and ge- 
nerally does much more Harm than Good; 
but with it, it 1s uſeful, and does good 
to every Man, as Opportunity offers. It 
brings a Man into Credit and Reputation, 
it gains Eſteem and Love: Nor can it 
fail ſo to do, decauſe it is manifeſtly ſer- 
viceable not only to a Man's own ſelf, 


but alfo to his Neighbours, and to the 


Kin dom or Common-wealth whereof he 
1s a Member, * 
I will 


pernicious in their Generation, for want of | 
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I will not (I think I need not) diſpu | 
with thoſe learned Men, who maintain that 
Virtue is founded in the very Nature of 


Things, even antecedent to the Know- 


ledge of any other Law, whereby it is 
bound upon the Mind of Man, But this 
I may certainly ſay, That Virtue will have 
but a very weak Foundation in the Mind 
of any Man, where it is not grounded up- 
on an Apprehenſion of Gop and his Law, 
ſome way or other made known to us. If 
a Man has no other Conſiderations to in- 
cline him to Virtue, but only thoſe of this 
Life; as often as theſe Conſiderations fail 


(as many Times they do) there is an 


End of his Virtue in that Caſe, Nothing 
but a ſtrong Senſe of Gop and his Law 
can ſupport Virtue under the many and 
great Diſcouragements, with which it often 
meets, | 

That Government therefore, which 
would long ſubſiſt, muſt above all Things 
take Care, that the Knowledge, Love, and 
Fear of Gop be univerſally propagated, 
imprinted, and inculcated in and upon the 
Minds of all the People of the whole Na- 
tion, High and Low, Rich and Poor. 
Different Sects and Parties in Religion 
may and ought to be tolerated, as long 


as they are honeſt, juſt, and peaceable 


A 4 and 
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ence can have no Ground but in the Love 
or Fear of Gop. This Love and Fear 
may be ſtronger in ſome than it is in o- 


thers: But take hem wholly away, and 


 Confcience vaniſhes lxke a Fantom. Some 
have fancied that Honour (as they call it) 
may, in a great Meaſure, ſupply the place 
of Conſcience. But read the Hiſtories of 
all Nations, and you will find that thefe 
Men of [pretended] Honour have been the 
greateſt Oppreſſors, Tyrants, and Over- 
turners of Kingdoms and Common: wealths; 

| to 


and obedient to the Civil Laws of the State; 
but he who is known to be void of the 
Knowledge of Gop, or of the Obliga- | 
tion, under which he is, to be obedient * 
to His Laws, ought not to be ſuffered in } 
any Kingdom or Common-wealth. Such 
a Man will be influenced only by his own F- 
| Perſonal Advantage; and where he thinks | 
that to be ſecure (and perhaps he may | 
ſometimes think ſo when really it is not 
fo) he has no ground left for fo much as 
a Scruple againſt the doing of any Miſ- 
chief, how great ſoever, whether Private | 
or Publick. No Government can be ſe- 
cure of the Obedience and Fidelity of its 
Subjects, if they are not thereunto moved 
by a Principle of Conſcience: And Conſci- | 
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to ſay nothing of their other notorious Im- 
moralities. 
; 8 E 5 of 4. 


If a Man has no Expectation of any 


"other Reward of his Virtue, or Puniſn- 
ment for his Wickedne/s, than what he is 


to meet with in this ſhort and tranſitory 
| Life; finding the good and evil Things 


* 


of this World to be ſo indifferently (not 


to ſay unequally) ſhared by crafty, cun- 
ning, vicious Men on the one fide, and 
honeſt, ſincere, virtuous Men on the o- 
ther; he cannot, by this Proſpect alone, be 


much encouraged to be truly viriuous, or 


"deterred from being the Reverſe of it. 
But if he be perſuaded, that Virtue will be 

amply rewarded, and Vice puniſhed in a 
Life which is to come; this Perſuaſion 
will fix him to Viriue. Such a Man will 
be unalterably true, juſt, and honeſt in 
all his Dealings; and if he has given his 
Promiſe, and much more if his Oath to 
the Government under which he lives, he 
will rather die than break-it, That Go- 
vernment therefore that would . be firm 
and laſting (which no Government can 
be without the Fidelity of its Subjects) 
JF ought to take the greateſt Care, i oy 
, clie 


[ 10 |]. 


Belief of a Life to come, and df the Di- | 
ſtribution of Rewards and Puniſhments } 
then to be made by Gop, who is juſt 


and righteous, as well as good and gra- 
cious, ſhould be diligently taught and 
imprinted upon the Minds of all Sects 
and Parties in Religion; it being an a- 
vowed Principle common to them all, 


and without which no Religion can be 


ſupported. 


Many learned Men have ſhewn, that 
this Principle may upon very good grounds | 
be eftabliſhed even by natural Reaſon. | 
But it is ſo fully and clearly taught by 
Chriſtianity, that I muſt conclude it to be 


the Intereſt as well as Duty of every Go- 


vernment, that the Chriſtian Religion be 


carefully taught to their People. As the 
World goes, Controverſies about the par- 


ticular Doctrines of Chriſtianity will be 
kept up, and may be tolerated, without | 


any Diſturbance to the Civil State: But 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion itſelf, 


and the common Principles, in which all | 


Chriſtians agree, and which are ſufficient 
to ſupport Government, are ſo clearly 
proved (I may ſay demonſtrated) by ſo 
many excellent rational Books that have 


been publiſhed for that Purpoſe, that no- 
thing but downright Ferverſeneſs and Ob- 
"7 "many i 
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ftinacy can withſtand the Evidence of 
nts i them. Some of theſe Books which are 


plain and ſmall (and therefore eaſy to be 
read or hearkened to by every Man) are 
often diſtributed by the Piety of particular 
Perſons. It were much to be wiſhed, that 
many more of them were ſo, ] cannot 
but think, that if a ſmall Sum of the Pu- 
blick Money (ſmall indeed in reſpect of 
the Great Good it might do) were ſome- 
times laid out for the like Purpoſe, it 
would be very well beſtowed. Such lit- 
tle Books would employ the poorer Sort 
of Men upon the Lorp's Day, which is 
too often ſpent in mere Idleneſs, if not in 
ſomething that is worſe. 


8E Or. 5. 


He who endeavours to perſuade others 
to embrace a Religion, to which he him- 
ſelf in his Practice runs counter, can 
hardly expect much Succeſs in his Perſua- 
ſions. The ſtrongeſt Arguments coming 
from him, will be much weakened, when 
they are contradicted by his Life, It 
therefore Governors would in earneſt in- 
fluence their People to be good Chriſtians, 
they themſelves ought to be ſuch. Con- 
ſidering how apt Men are to be en 


a : 
by their Luſts and Paſſions, even in Op- 
polition to the beſt Inſtruction; it muſt 
be expected that the evil Example of 
Princes and Great Men will always be 
very much followed by many others. A 
certain King, in the laſt Century, by his 
Immorality and Contempt of Religion, in 
in a great meaſure debauched his Court. 
From thence the Infection ſpread itſelf 
far and wide in the Nation, which hea- 
vily feels the ſad Conſequences of it at 
this Day. | 


SECT. 6. 


The . Chriſtian Religion teaches and 
ſtrongly inculcates all Sorts of true Yir- 
tues upon the Minds of Men; and, a- 
mong the reſt, all thoſe which are foctal; 
ſuch as Juſtice, Benevolence, Temperance, 
Induſtry, and a conſciencious Subjection to 
the Higher Powers, This is fully own- 
ed by all the Parties who profeſs it: And 
therefore it muſt be a great Security to a 
_ Government to have it carefully and di- 
ligently taught to all Sorts of People. 
Almoſt all the Quarrels and Contentions 
of Chriſtians have been about Speculative 
Points; in which the Civil Government is 
little concerned, except it be to Keep the 

FE Peace: 


( 13} 


there is not much Difference between 


Peace: 


them; ſaving that a few deſigning Men 
of late Years, by ſome of their Cafuiſtick 
Determinations, have made a bold At- 
tempt to corrupt even Chriſtian Morality 
itſelf; for which they have been expoſed 
to the World by others even of their own 
Communion. It therefore well becomes 
the Wiſdom of a Government to take the 
moſt effeftual Care, that all thoſe, who 
are Appointed or Allowed to Inſtruct o- 
thers, ſhould be laid under the ſtricteſt 
Obligation to teach them true Chriſtian 
Virtue and Morality. It is indeed a Shame 
that in ſome Publick Schools this is much 
neglected. What good Service can any 
Man do to his Neighbours or the Pu- 
blick with all his Latin, Greek, Poetry, | 
Criticiſms, and ſubtile Philoſophy, if he 
has not a juft Senſe a Gop, and of Mo- 
ral Virtue? a 


8c. 7. 


No Government can be well admini- 
ſtred, or Nation made happy, without 
good Laws prudently put in Execution; 

whereby the People may be kept in a due 
Subordination to Their Superiors, the Su- 

periors 


FO: 


[ 74 ] 
periors obliged to do Juſtice to their In- 
feriors as well as Equals; and the Life, 
Liberty, and Property of every honeſt 
Man ſecured to him. If the Laws of 
Morality and Virtue were every where 
rightly underſtood and duly put in Pra- 
ctice, there would not be much Occaſion 
for any other Laws, Equity would then 
be the common Law; ſuch Cuſtoms as had 
been found not to be inconvenient, would 
be eſtabliſhed ; and ſuch Statutes made, as 
might manifeſtly conduce to the Publick 
Welfare. It cannot be too often remem- 
bered, that the only Deſign of Human 


Laws is, or ought to be, to render the | 


Life, Liberty, Property, and Good Name 
of every honeſt Man ſecure to him. No- 
thing elſe is of any Value to us, except a 
good Conſcience, which each Man may 
and ought to ſecufe to himſelf. 

At the firſt Foundation of Kingdoms 
and Common-wealths it was neceffary, and 
accordingly every where practiſed, that 
the Laws, which were ſuper - added to 
thoſe of common Reaſon and Equity, 
ſhould not be very many, and expreſſed 
in few Words, and thoſe ſo plain, that 
they might eaſily be underſtood and re- 
membered by all, who were to give Obe- 
dience to them, In proceſs of Time 

| | Laws 


Bis 


Laws and Law Books became almoſt in- 
numerable, and a Multitude of Words, 
ſome of which were not eaſy to be un- 


derſtood, were introduced into them. The 
Conſequence of which at laſt has been, 
that the Law, in moſt Countries, is be- 
come a Labyrinth, and Law Suits are 
multiplied, to the great Damage and Diſ- 
turbance of the People, who are thereby 
often put to very great Expence, and hin- 
dered from following more uſeful Buſineſs : 
To ſay nothing of the Feuds, Animoſi- 
ties, and Ill Will, which are hereby fre- 
quently ſtirred up between Friends and 
Neighbours. 

For this pernicious Evil I ſee no man- 
ner of Remedy, until one thing be done; 
which is, that the Legiſlature ſhould ap- 
point a convenient Number of Men, of 
the beſt Underſtanding and Skill in the 
Law, and the greateſt Integrity and Dil- 
cretion, to reviſe the whole Body of the 
Laws, to lay aſide all thoſe 1 which 
are obſolete or uſeleſs, and to collect the 
reſt of them into a plain methodical Di- 
get; ranging them all under their pro- 
per Titles, and laying aſide all hard 
Words and Terms of Art that could be 
ſpared. Such a Book as this would make 
the Laws intelligible to all Men of good 

Capa- 
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Capacity; mand, 


ſive Law Suits. | 
ought all to be aboliſhed and laid aſide. 
I ſhall give but one Inſtance: 
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116 J 
if it were approved of | 
and made authentick by the Legiſlature, 
it would by Degrees e moſt of 
thoſe Books, whereby the are 


erplext and intrig One 
Book ſhould contain the plain Rules and 
Method of Practice; that no Law Suit 
might be pr „ nor any good Cauſe 
be hot re Tricks and Devices, 
whereby the Merit of the Cauſe itſelf is 
not affected. 

Uſeleſs Laws are always a Burthen and 


Incumbrance to a Nation, and often are . 


the Occaſion of troubleſome and expen- 
For which Reaſon they 


To avoid Perpetuities (which, 


venient) our Law allows, that a Tenant in 
Tail may, by a Fine and Recovery, make 
Sale of an Eſtate. 
Man makes a Purchaſe, and pays down 


the full Value of the Land. He who has 


ſold the Land, pays his Debts, or Portions 
his Children with the Money he has re- 
ceived, and dies, leaving no Effects. 


next Man in Remainder (in an old Settle- 
ment) finds a Flaw in the Recovery (for 
want Pos of a proper Tenant to the 

Precipe, 


upon 
divers Accounts appear to be very incon- 


Under this Security a 


The 


[#7]. bk. 
Precipe, or by ſome other Overſight) up- 
on which he ſues for and recovers the 
Land, and the Purchaſer lofes his Mo- 


ney. Certainly if the Law allows the 
Tenant in Tail to fell his Land (which is 
thought to be reaſonable) ſuch a Recovery 
as is now required, ought to be laid aſide 
as unneceſſary, and © a fair Purchaſer buy- 
ce ing from one who has a Rigbt 10 fell, 
c ought without ſuch Formalities to be 
e made ſecure in his Purchaſe,” | 


Sk CT. 8. 


However a Man may culwardiy diſſem- 
ble or pretend, yet it is impoſſible for 
him to bring himſelf, or that he can be 
brought, inwardly and really, to give his 
Aſſent or Belief to any Doctrine, of the 


Truth whereof he is not convinced: And 


for any Man to profeſs what is contrary 
to the Conviction of his 'own Mind, is 
unlawful in the Sight of Gop: Nor is it 
lawful for him to do, and much leſs to 
make a conſtant Practice of, whatever he 
is perſuaded Go p has forbidden. No hu- 
man Laws therefore ought to be made 
to compel Men, by outward Force, to 
profeſs or practiſe this or that Religion. 


Whatever 1 is lawful in the Sight of Go p, 
. B and 


1181 
and neceſſary to ſecure the Peace and 
Welfare of the Publick, may and ought, 
by the civil Legiſlature, to be enjoined 
under proper Penalties; and he who will 
not ſubmit to Laws, ack: for this Pur- 
poſe, may be driven from the Commu- 


nity, or puniſhed (for a Terror to others) 


if he ſtays in it; But, beyond this, no 
Man's Conſcience is to be forced. The 
ſupreme Governors are Gop's Servants, 
and under the Obligations of Charity, as 
well as Juſtice, to all other Men. It is 
therefore their Duty, as they have Op- 


portunity, to promote the Glory of Go p, 


and the Salvation of Mankind: For which 


Reaſon they ought by good Laws (which 


is the only way they have) to eſtabliſh 
the true Religion and Worſhip of Gop, 
and ſo far to encourage them, as that no 
Man may (if poſſible) be under a Tem- 
ptation to decline or forſake them; but to 
compel Men by Force either to profeſs a 
Faith or practiſe a Worſhip, is only the 
Way ta make them Hypocrites; which 
(belides the. driving them into Damna- 
tion) will make them leſs honeſt and leſs 
ſerviceable to the Publick, than other- 
wife they might and probably would be. 
* However a Man may diſſent from the 
" * eſtabliſhed Religion, it is ſtill a great 

Encou- 
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and willing, upon all Occaſions, to ſtand 


and alſo, Thirdly, endowed with Abilities 


fully to protect the Life, Liberty, and 


1 
« Encouragement to him to be a good 
Subject, if he be permitted with Safety 
* to enjoy his Conſcience, and improve 
ce his private Fortune, as far as is con- 
« ſiſtent with the Security of the Govern- 
ment and of the Publick.“ | 


8 E or. 9. 


The Strengtb of a Nation and of its 


Government conſiſts (under Gop) in a 
ſufficient Number of People both able 


up in the Defenſe of their Conſtitution. 
Every Government that would long ſub- 
fiſt and be fate, ſhould take all the Care 
therefore that they can, Firſt, to have a 
numerous People; and theſe, Secondly, In- 
tirely well affected to their Conſtitution 


both of Mind and Body, ſufficient to ſup- 
port and defend both it and themſelves. 
The way to have a numerous People is to 
countenance and encourage lawful Mar- 
riages, and the ſettling of regular Families, 
and to ſuppreſs Whoredom, and all Sorts 
of Debauchery. The way to make them 
well affetfed to the Conſtitution, is care- 


Property of all Men, who by their own 7 
B 2 Miſde- 


[20] 
 Miſdemeanours have not forfeited them ; ; 
that all honeſt Men may be as eaſy as is 
2 | in their Circumſtances, and there- 

y under no Temptation to favour pu- 
blick Diſturbances or Changes. Ability of 
Mind to ferve the Publick conſiſts in 
ſtrict Yirtue, with a competent Share of 


Wiſdom , both which ought to be inſtilled | 


into them by good Educution, as I have 
already ſaid: For which Purpoſe, a good 
Government will take Care, that a ſufi- 
cient Number of Publick Schools may be 
erected, and put under the Direction and 
Management of ſuch Perſons, as are en- 
dowed with competent Knowledge, and 
great Virtue and Diligence, If Publick 
Schools (amongſt which I reckon Univer- 
fities as the chief) grow corrupt or negli- 
gent; how can it be expected, that they 
who are brought up in them, will ever be 
truly uſeful to the Publick ? 


Married Women become not only Mi- 


ſtreſſes of Families, but alſo generally 
Mothers of Children, who in their ten- 
der Years are, for the moſt part, under 
the Care and Management of the Mother. 
Great Care then ought to be taken, that 
young Women of all Ranks ſhould be fo 
brought up, as that when they become Mo- 


thers, they ay be fit to give their Chil- 


uren 
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[21] 

dren the Beginning of their Education: 
For if a Child, by the Time that he is 
ſeven or eight ; Fad of age, be ſuffered to 
contract evil Habits; they will hardly 
ever after be rooted out of him. I will 
not be fo ſtrict as to ſay, that Balls, Pu- 
blick Dances, and Stage Plays (provided 
that they are modeſt) are abſolutely unlaw- 
ful; but a Girl who is ſuffered to grow 
fond of ſuch Sort of Diverfions, will not 
eaſily become fit to inſtil into her Chil- 
dren (when ſhe comes to bear them) the 
moſt ſtrict Principles of ſerious Virtue; 
which alone can qualify them to be truly 
uſeful in the World when they grow up. 

Ability of Body to ſerve or be uſeful to 
the Publick, chiefly conſiſts in Health, A 
ſickly Man cannot bear Arms for the De- 
fenſe of his Country, or well undertake 
any Publick Employment. Great Care 
therefore ought to be taken by the Go- 
vernment to curb, diſcountenance, and 
ſuppreſs all ſuch ways of living, as tend to 
the Diminution of Health in the People, 
and to countenance and encourage whate- 
ver tends to the Preſervation and Increaſe 


of it, Luxury, Drunkenneſs, and all Sorts 


of Debauchery ſhould be made unfaſhiona- 
ble and odious, and ſeverely puniſhed, 


that they may be avoided ; and Sobriety, 
_ Temperance, 
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Temperance, Labour, Induſtry, and Fru- 
gality (provided it be without Penuriouf- 
neſs) be brought into Faſhion and Reputa- 
tion; and Manufactures and Agriculture 
be encouraged, as not only tending 
Health of the Body, by the Exerciſe which 
they give 1t, but alſo very much to the 
Wealth of a Nation. It is a Shame and 
Reproach to a Nation to let great Num- 


bers of their People ſtand idle, and there- 


by to become both uſeleſs and wicked ; 
when they are capable of being uſefully 


employed; and no leſs a Shame and Scan- 


dal is it to ſend great Sums of Money a- 
broad for Bread, and thereby impoveriſh 
their Country; when they have Land e- 


nough and enough at home to furniſh them- 


ſelves, and ſome of their Neighbours alſo 
with Corn; if they, who have the Land 
in their Occupation, would either under- 
take it themſelves, or employ others who 
gladly would, upon reaſonable Terms, 
ſet themſelves to it. 24g 
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